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interests. These peasants so established could grow more corn
on the enclosed plots; they could also cultivate turnips and clover
and other forms of fodder, which could not be grown on open
fields, since such fields had been subject after harvest to grazing
rights for the sheep, cattle, and pigs of the community.

Moreover, as time went on, manuring was developed on
this enclosed land; dairy farming was extended and stock im-
proved in quality. The advantages were an object lesson to
all who were interested in agricultural development. It en-
couraged a system of good farming, and the land so held
was likely to be more productive than even the large farms that
came to be established, though it was perhaps not so produc-
tive as large farms, based on highly mechanized methods, that
became possible with the inventions of the twentieth century.

The third, fourth, and fifth forms of enclosure were of a
different character. These were:

(3)  The appropriation of land by the lords of the manor.
Appropriation of large areas (including not only the commons,
woods, and wastes, but even the peasants3 arable land and
meadows) had been characteristic of the Tudor period, but it
is unlikely that such large-scale appropriations continued during
the period under review, though small appropriations of pieces
of land certainly went on continuously and were even taking
place up to and during the Great War.

(4)  Division of the land under an order of the Court of
Chancery.   Such orders could be obtained in the seventeenth
century and possibly later, by means of one of the semi-fictitious
forms of lawsuit which had been for a long time a special char-
acteristic of English law.

(5) Enclosures by or under the provisions of Acts of Parliament.

All these five forms of enclosure went on during the seven-
teenth century, and to all save the enclosures by agreement and
gradual adjustment there was opposition from the peasants.
This opposition had at first a certain amount of support from
the Government, which, up to about the middle of die seven-
teenth century, still viewed enclosures with suspicion, and the
law-courts, with the approval of the Government, fined or